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Section 1: Executive summary  
1.1 Context and purpose 
This policy is intended to ensure protection of children and vulnerable adults when interacting with  
all ILRI staff and associates including consultants, visiting scientists, contractors, trustees, fellows, 
partners and other associates. 
 
1.2 Scope 
1.2.1. This policy covers all ILRI staff and associates when interacting with children (including 
children with additional vulnerabilities) or vulnerable adults. The intention is to ensure that children 
and vulnerable adults, as groups who are particularly susceptible to exploitation and abuse, are 
protected from harm at all times when involved in ILRI projects and activities or interacting with ILRI 
staff and associates.    
1.2.2. This policy covers all interaction with children and vulnerable adults, especially but not limited 
to, where staff and associates engage such groups as research participants (although the ‘Principles’ 
section below should be followed in any context where children and vulnerable adults are 
encountered, whether planned or not).    
1.2.3. All staff and associates specified in Section 1.1 are expected to comply with this policy at all 
times. This policy also forms part of ILRI’s contract of employment and code of conduct, so any 
breach of this policy by an employee, will result in disciplinary action, including the possibility of 
dismissal. Any breach of this policy by consultants, visiting scientists, contractors, trustees, fellows, 
partners and other associates may result in termination of appointment, contract or agreement with 
ILRI.  
1.2.4. ILRI policy on research compliance requires that all research activities undertaken by ILRI 
involving human subjects as participants (including children or vulnerable adults) must be reviewed 
by the Institutional Research Ethics Committee (IREC), including adherence to the guidelines on 
informed consent, with special attention to children and vulnerable adults.   
1.2.5. The policy covers any engagement with children or vulnerable adults within and outside a 
work context. ILRI does not dictate the belief and value systems by which staff and associates 
conduct their personal lives. However, actions taken by them out of working hours that are seen to 
contradict this policy will be considered a violation of this policy. 
1.3 Primary and other audiences 
1.3.1. The primary audience for this document are staff, consultants, visiting scientists, contractors, 
trustees (in the course of their ILRI duties), fellows, partners and other associates when interacting 
with children (including children with additional vulnerabilities) or vulnerable adults.   
1.4 Key changes since last version 
N/a 
1.5 Summary of key country/region-specific differences in application 
1.5.1. This policy applies to all locations globally where ILRI undertakes activities. 
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Section 2: The policy 
2.2.1. When interacting with children and vulnerable adults, ILRI staff and associates will never:  
• jeopardise or endanger the welfare of the child or vulnerable adult;  
• physically or verbally assault or abuse children or vulnerable adults in any way;  
• develop relationships with children or vulnerable adults that could be deemed emotionally 
exploitative or abusive, or act in ways intended to shame, threaten, humiliate, belittle, 
coerce or otherwise emotionally harm or manipulate children or vulnerable adults;   
• develop physical or sexual relationships with children or vulnerable adults or behave in a 
manner which is inappropriate or sexually provocative;   
• act in ways that may place children or vulnerable adults at risk of abuse from others;   
• use language, make suggestions or offer advice which is inappropriate, or offensive to 
children or vulnerable adults;   
• do things for children or vulnerable adults of a personal nature that they can do for 
themselves;   
• condone or participate in behaviour of children or vulnerable adults which is illegal, unsafe 
or abusive; and 
• discriminate against or show differential treatment or children or vulnerable adults. 
2.2.2. As a research institute, ILRI’s employees and contractors do not work directly with children or 
vulnerable adults on a regular basis (e.g. as child minders, teachers or carers). ILRI does not 
therefore require new joiners to undergo specific background checks in relation to working with 
children or vulnerable adults, although general background checks are carried out which check for 
criminal or integrity issues under the relevant laws of different countries . 
2.2.3. This policy is applicable in all locations globally where ILRI undertakes activities. ILRI will also 
comply with all legislation in countries where work is undertaken including any specific requirement 
for background checks of staff and associated working with children and vulnerable adults. 
2.2.4. When involving children and vulnerable adults in research, or in research-related events, the 
general ILRI policy on research compliance applies.  
2.2.5. When involving children and vulnerable adults in research, informed consent must be 
obtained from the child or vulnerable adult in question. Informed parent or guardian consent should 
always be sought for under-18s or any other consent where required by local law or custom. Great 
care should be taken that the child or vulnerable adult understands exactly what they are 
participating in and the purpose of the research. The ILRI policy on research compliance and the ILRI 
policy procedure on obtaining prior informed consent will be applied. 
2.2.6. When photographing or filming children or vulnerable adults, ILRI’s ‘Research publishing 
procedure 10: ethical photography guidelines’ should be followed at all times. This includes the need 
for prior informed consent. 
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Section 3: Appendix 
3.1 Definitions 
3.1.1. A child is defined for the purposes of this policy as an individual under 18 years of age.    
3.1.2. A vulnerable adult is defined for the purposes of this policy as an individual aged 18 or above 
who is experiencing or vulnerable to neglect, abuse or exploitation, either as a result of particular 
individual characteristics or they may be rendered vulnerable by the situation they find themselves 
in. The former includes people who have limited competence to make a decision and depend on 
others, while the latter includes those belonging to groups of people whose life and wellbeing is 
systemically threatened, particularly in humanitarian contexts, but also as a result of social or 
political discrimination.   
3.1.3. In this policy, a vulnerable adult is therefore understood to be someone aged 18 or older who, 
due to individual or situational characteristics, has insufficient capacity and/or power to protect 
their own interests and consequently, is at risk of or suffers harm.   
3.1.4 The policy recognises that criteria used to categorise individuals and groups as vulnerable may 
vary by context and be socially constructed, that individuals who meet the criteria may not self-
identify as vulnerable, and that the 'vulnerable' label is not without challenges. 
3.1.5. Nevertheless, researchers have a particular responsibility to consider the ethical implications 
of including participants in research who may be compromised in their ability to provide informed 
consent, or at particular risk of experiencing negative repercussions stemming from participation in 
research. Therefore, at the early stages of a project, researchers should consider carefully what 
constitutes vulnerability in each context and assess the potential for harm to participants from 
engaging in the activity. 
3.1.6.  Examples of those considered vulnerable include (but are not limited) to:    
• People with mental health problems, including substance abuse.  
• People with serious medical conditions, such as acquired brain damage.  
• People with disabilities, particularly those with intellectual impairments.  
• Migrants, asylum seekers and refugees.  
• People belonging to minorities who face persecution.  
• People of dissenting political opinion, including those with radical beliefs.  
• People who face social stigma due to their profession, health status, sexual orientation, or 
experiences such as sex workers, individuals who are HIV-positive, LGBTI people, and 
survivors of sexual violence and other violence. 
• Workers in industries or recipients of financial support e.g.  microloans who are in power 
imbalance (people who do not feel free to express their opinions freely).  
• Anyone receiving or benefiting from a humanitarian or development project.   
3.1.7.  It should be noted that children may be vulnerable for the reasons outlined above, in addition 
to their age. 
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